
 

 

DEAR WRIGHT STATE STUDENTS 
 

The full-time faculty members at Wright State do NOT want to go on strike—but we are prepared to draw 
a line in the sand to protect the quality education that WSU students deserve. 
 
Faculty did not create this fiscal crisis, and we cannot allow educational quality to suffer because of it. The 
administration has proposed changes that will allow them the option to dilute the quality of your 
education. They are removing protections that currently guarantee a high level of access to qualified faculty. 
We cannot allow students to suffer from a possible decline in quality if faculty must teach more and even 
larger classes, if critical courses are offered less frequently, and if WSU is unable to recruit and retain the 
best educators and researchers. We are fighting to save the kind of individualized attention, challenging 
coursework, research opportunities, and high-quality teaching that make Wright State a great University for 
students. 
 
We want to maintain our current level of attention, support, and research opportunities for Wright State 
students! 
 
Want to help? Here’s what you can do to support WSU faculty: 
 

1) Contact President Schrader and the Board of Trustees and tell them to maintain the quality of 
education at Wright State by making sure faculty don’t have to compromise their ability to teach, 
support, and provide research opportunities for you. 
President Schrader may be reached at (cheryl.b.schrader@wright.edu) or by calling (937) 775-2312.  

 
2) Stay up to date! Follow the AAUP-WSU on Facebook (“AAUP Wright State University”), Twitter 

(@aaupwsu) or Instagram (@aaupwrightstate). 
 

3) Volunteer! We need student allies to help us get the word out to other students about the strike. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact aaupwsu@gmail.com or stop by the AAUP-WSU 
office in Medical Sciences 113. 
 

4) Talk to your family and friends about the importance of affordable, high-quality public education in 
the state of Ohio and why it is crucial to support the Wright State faculty in their efforts to achieve a 
fair contract that preserves quality for you and for future students.  
 

For more information and FAQs for Students, please visit our website at www.wsu-aaup.org 



 

AAUP-WSU Strike FAQ for Students 
Why are faculty considering going on strike?  

Faculty do not want to go on strike, but we feel that we may be left with no alternative in order to maintain the quality 
of education that students deserve.  

The administration’s proposals could result in fewer faculty, fewer course offerings, and larger classes with less 
opportunity for individualized attention. Their proposals could also make it more difficult to attract and retain faculty 
at WSU. We have already lost 92 full-time faculty since 2016. 

How long have faculty been negotiating with the administration?  

Our last collective bargaining agreement expired in June 2017. We have been negotiating with the administration for 
over 20 months. Negotiations began in January 2017. 

Is this dispute about money? Isn’t the university in financial distress? 

We know that the University is facing financial challenges; however, faculty compensation did not cause them. In fact, 
full-time faculty’s salary and benefits cost only 17 cents of every tuition dollar. The union has already made concessions 
in the negotiations so far in order to support cost savings. We have also continued to propose cost-saving measures 
that have so far been ignored by administration. 

Will there be classes if faculty strike? 

Faculty will be on the picket lines and not in classrooms. It is ultimately up to the university’s administration whether 
classes are held. Striking faculty members will not be there. 

If faculty strike, what happens to tuition and financial aid? 

Contact RaiderConnect in 130 Student Union for questions about accounts, financial aid, and registration.  

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. and Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Phone: (937) 775-4000 
Email: RaiderConnect@wright.edu 
 
What does this mean for accreditation standards if unqualified people are called in to teach?  

You can contact the accrediting body that assesses Wright State.  
Higher Learning Commission 
230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 60604-1411 
Phone: (800) 621-7440 or (312) 263-0456 
 
How do I stay up to date? 
Official AAUP-WSU Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AAUP-Wright-State-University-
636430523091526/ 
Twitter: @aaupwsu 
Instagram: @aaupwrightstate 

What are some important dates to keep in mind?  

Fact-finder’s report released: Tuesday, September 11 

AAUP-WSU rally on the Quad: Friday, September 28 

Earliest possible strike date: Monday, October 1 


